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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) wisdom, identity, production, and product development for natural
hom of hom farmers and producers of wet hom, dyers and natural hom dyed weavers (2) source of knowledge in production and
natural hom product development (3) problems, suggestions, and needs for extension in production and product development of
natural hom (4) strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats, and approaches in developing the production process and products
of natural hom. Population is hom farmers, wet hom producers, dyers, weavers, product processors, and customers of natural
hom products in Phare province. In conducting the interview, purposive sampling were used to select the informants as objectives
and the main production source in Phrae Province is Mueang Phrae district as per the following 1) 5 hom farmers and wet hom
producers 2) 8 hom dyers and weavers 3) 6 product processors and distributors of products 4) 5 customers of natural hom
products 5) conducting focus group among 7 of the farmers, wet hom producers, hom dyers, dyed hom weavers, hom product
processors, hom product distributors, natural hom distributors, and customers who bought natural hom products with the total
number of 31 informants. The results of the research showed that 1) according to wisdom in hom production, it can be grown in
the natural forest and the shade house. The reproduction method would be stem cutting. It needed care and constant watering.
Hom can be harvested approximately 4 times per year. For the production of wet hom, it can be done by fermenting hom’s
leaves for 24-48 hours, separating residues out and then adding agricultural lime into the mix while shaking the hom up and down.
Afterwards, rest until precipitated and filtered until only wet hom lump left. The pot setting for the hom dyeing process is
uniquely different from each producer. Hom weaving finished fabric is a combination between traditional non-patterned fabrics
and newly designed patterns. 2) Source of knowledge regarding growing and producing wet hom. The perception level was at the
highest from agricultural extension officer, government officer and field trip. Regarding the source of knowledge about dyeing and
weaving of hom, the highest knowledge perception level was from gurus, community wisdom, ancestors, and online media. For
the source of knowledge in product processing and distribution of natural hom, the highest perception level was from online
media and agricultural leaders. Second to that was from gurus, and local philosophers. In regards to the source of knowledge of
natural hom product consumption, the highest perception level was from friends, online media, and other journals and
publications. 3) Problems regarding growing and producing wet hom were the leading system and insufficient productivity. In terms
of the dyeing and weaving natural hom, the problem was about a lack of wisdom transfer legacy. Problems regarding the
processing and distributing of products were production timeline and lack of skilled crafters. The needs for production extension
involved the need for tools to measure humidity of hom tree for a suitable watering quantity. For the production of wet hom,
there should be an emphasis on developing the quality of wet hom production. In regards to hom dyeing, there needs to be
more research on how to keep long-lasting colors and for hom weaving, there should be more development in weaving
techniques and new pattern creation. 4) The analysis of strengths. Hom is an eco-friendly product. The weakness would be the
geographical limitation in terms of the planting area. Regarding opportunity, hom production can further develop into a wide range
of products. The threat would be that there can be plant like indigo, which is cheaper and easier to grow, that can substitute hom.
Development guideline included promoting and supporting natural hom production from upstream to downstream and
campaigning on the consciousness to value and adopt local wisdom of natural hom, to create local curriculum about hom and

put it into the educational system of schools in Phrae province.

Keywords: Hom, Mauhom, Natural hom, Wisdom, Production and sustainable development production of natural hom
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